HashCash 1.0

Overview
Finally, a captcha you can't read...wait...that's not what | meant... This is the captcha you don't even need to see.

Everyone knows the annoyance caused by captchas that are unreadable. HashCash is a different kind of validation.
Unlike other captcha solutions, HashCash doesn't rely on 3rd party services or resources - and it doesn't require
anything from your users other than a JavaScript enabled browser. No mangled words to decipher, no math problems
to solve, no photos to match - nothing but arrival on a form page.

Originally proposed by Adam Beck in 1997, HashCash requires a form to include the solution to a complex calculation.
The calculation is so complex (it takes hundreds or even thousands of attempts to solve it) that any human or bot
attempting to abuse your forms will spend so much processor time solving the calculation that it wouldn't be profitable
to continue attacking your forms! The server receives the result and can easily and quickly test it in 1 calculation -
either it's right and your user continues or it's wrong and the form submission fails.

The best part is, HashCash is invisible (you can't read it - or even see it) and it happens in the background without user
interaction! Your users arrive at the form and the HashCash calculation is automatically executed. Any bot attempting to
submit your form without completing the calculation is rejected, and the calculation changes every time the form is
submitted.



Installation

1. Download HashCash from the RicheyWeb download page.
» This page will remain unlinked, as the link may change in the future. Visit http://www.richeyweb.com and use
the search feature - search for "HashCash".
2. In Joomla /administrator, go to the "Extensions" menu, the "Manage" sub-menu, and the "Install" sub-menu.
3. Select the "Upload Package File" tab
4. Press the "Choose File" button to browse your system and locate the plugin file you downloaded
5. Press the "Upload & Install" button

At this point, the extension is installed but not enabled. You can find the plugin by going to the Extensions menu and
selecting "Plugins”. When in the plugin manager, search for "HashCash".



Configuration

Configuration is simple. Open the plugin and choose the difficulty level. The predefined minimum (1) and maximum (4)
levels prevent calculations that are too simple or too difficult to complete in an acceptable amount of time.



HELP

Please report bugs



